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PART 3400—SPECIAL RESEARCH 
GRANTS PROGRAM 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
3400.1 Applicability of regulations. 
3400.2 Definitions. 
3400.3 Eligibility requirements. 
3400.4 How to apply for a grant. 
3400.5 Evaluation and disposition of applica-

tions. 
3400.6 Grant awards. 
3400.7 Use of funds; changes. 
3400.8 Other Federal statutes and regula-

tions that apply. 
3400.9 Other conditions. 

Subpart B—Scientific Peer Review of 
Research Grant Applications 

3400.10 Establishment and operation of peer 
review groups. 

3400.11 Composition of peer review groups. 
3400.12 Conflicts of interest. 
3400.13 Availability of information. 
3400.14 Proposal review. 
3400.15 Review criteria. 

Subpart C—Peer and Merit Review 
Arranged by Grantees 

3400.20 Grantee review prior to award. 
3400.21 Scientific peer review for research 

activities. 
3400.22 Merit review for education and ex-

tension activities. 

Subpart D—Annual Reports 

3400.23 Annual reports. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 450i(c). 

SOURCE: 56 FR 58147, Nov 15, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 3400 appear at 76 FR 4806, Jan. 27, 2011. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 3400.1 Applicability of regulations. 

(a) The regulations of this part apply 
to special research grants awarded 
under the authority of subsection (c) of 
the Competitive, Special, and Facili-
ties Research Grant Act, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 450i (c)), to facilitate or expand 
promising breakthroughs in areas of 
the food and agricultural sciences of 
importance to the United States. Sub-
parts A and B, excepting this section, 
apply only to special research grants 
awarded under subsection (c)(1)(A). 
Subpart C, Peer and Merit Review Ar-

ranged by Grantees, and Subpart D, 
Annual Reports, apply to all grants 
awarded under subsection (c). 

(b) Each year the Director of NIFA 
shall determine and announce through 
publication of a Notice in such publica-
tions as the FEDERAL REGISTER, profes-
sional trade journals, agency or pro-
gram handbooks, the Catalog of Fed-
eral Domestic Assistance, or any other 
appropriate means, research program 
areas for which proposals will be solic-
ited competitively, to the extent that 
funds are available. 

(c) The regulations of this part do 
not apply to research, extension or 
education grants awarded by the De-
partment of Agriculture under any 
other authority. 

[64 FR 34103, June 24, 1999] 

§ 3400.2 Definitions. 

As used in this part: 
(a) Director means the Director of the 

National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture (NIFA) and any other officer or 
employee of the Department of Agri-
culture to whom the authority in-
volved may be delegated. 

(b) Department means the Department 
of Agriculture. 

(c) Principal investigator means a sin-
gle individual designated by the grant-
ee in the grant application and ap-
proved by the Director who is respon-
sible for the scientific and technical di-
rection of the project. 

(d) Grantee means the entity des-
ignated in the grant award document 
as the responsible legal entity to whom 
a grant is awarded under this part. 

(e) Research project grant means the 
award by the Director of funds to a 
grantee to assist in meeting the costs 
of conducting, for the benefit of the 
public, an identified project which is 
intended and designed to establish, dis-
cover, elucidate, or confirm informa-
tion or the underlying mechanisms re-
lating to a research program area iden-
tified in the annual solicitation of ap-
plications. 

(f) Project means the particular activ-
ity within the scope of one or more of 
the research program areas identified 
in the annual solicitation of applica-
tions, which is supported by a grant 
award under this part. 
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(g) Project period means the total 
length of time that is approved by the 
Director for conducting the research 
project as outlined in an approved 
grant application. 

(h) Budget period means the interval 
of time (usually 12 months) into which 
the project period is divided for budg-
etary and reporting purposes. 

(i) Awarding official means the Direc-
tor and any other officer or employee 
of the Department to whom the au-
thority to issue or modify research 
project grant instruments has been del-
egated. 

(j) Peer review group means an assem-
bled group of experts or consultants 
qualified by training and experience in 
particular scientific or technical fields 
to give expert advice, in accordance 
with the provisions of this part, on the 
scientific and technical merit of grant 
applications in those fields. 

(k) Ad hoc reviewers means experts or 
consultants qualified by training and 
experience in particular scientific or 
technical fields to render special expert 
advice, whose written evaluations of 
grant applications are designed to com-
plement the expertise of the peer re-
view group, in accordance with the pro-
visions of this part, on the scientific or 
technical merit of grant applications 
in those fields. 

(l) Research means any systematic 
study directed toward new or fuller 
knowledge and understanding of the 
subject studied. 

(m) Methodology means the project 
approach to be followed and the re-
sources needed to carry out the 
project. 

[56 FR 58147, Nov. 15, 1991, as amended at 76 
FR 4806, Jan. 27, 2011] 

§ 3400.3 Eligibility requirements. 
(a) Except where otherwise prohib-

ited by law, any State agricultural ex-
periment station, all colleges and uni-
versities, other research institutions 
and organizations, Federal agencies, 
private organizations or corporations, 
and individuals, shall be eligible to 
apply for and to receive a special re-
search project grant under this part, 
provided that the applicant qualifies as 
a responsible grantee under the criteria 
set forth in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) To qualify as responsible, an ap-
plicant must meet the following stand-
ards as they relate to a particular 
project: 

(1) Have adequate financial resources 
for performance, the necessary experi-
ence, organizational and technical 
qualifications, and facilities, or a firm 
commitment, arrangement, or ability 
to obtain such (including proposed sub-
agreements); 

(2) Be able to comply with the pro-
posed or required completion schedule 
for the project; 

(3) Have a satisfactory record of in-
tegrity, judgment, and performance, 
including, in particular, any prior per-
formance under grants and contracts 
from the Federal Government; 

(4) Have an adequate financial man-
agement system and audit procedure 
which provides efficient and effective 
accountability and control of all prop-
erty, funds, and other assets; and 

(5) Be otherwise qualified and eligible 
to receive a research project grant 
under applicable laws and regulations. 

(c) Any applicant who is determined 
to be not responsible will be notified in 
writing of such findings and the basis 
therefor. 

§ 3400.4 How to apply for a grant. 
(a) A request for proposals will be 

prepared and announced through publi-
cations such as the FEDERAL REGISTER, 
professional trade journals, agency or 
program handbooks, the Catalog of 
Federal Domestic Assistance, or any 
other appropriate means of solicita-
tion, as early as practicable each fiscal 
year. It will contain information suffi-
cient to enable all eligible applicants 
to prepare special research grant pro-
posals and will be as complete as pos-
sible with respect to: 

(1) Descriptions of specific research 
program areas which the Department 
proposes to support during the fiscal 
year involved, including anticipated 
funds to be awarded; 

(2) Deadline dates for having proposal 
packages postmarked; 

(3) Name and address where proposals 
should be mailed; 

(4) Number of copies to be submitted; 
(5) Forms required to be used when 

submitting proposals; and 
(6) Special requirements. 
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